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Book Ends:
Professional Books of Interest
BY KATHRYN

M.

BRIMMER

Tfyou are looking for practical guides in reading and the language arts that are developed especially for classroom

J, teachers, the two books in this review are for you. Both books are short, which make for quick reading. The

reader can peruse the table of contents and index of either book to find sections that are applicable to his or her
classroom practice or focus on chapters that address specific areas of interest. The two books touch on the area of
reading comprehension along with other important aspects of reading, such as shared reading, guided reading, reading aloud, and independent reading. They also give suggestions on how to enhance students' language arts, literacy,
and critical thinking skills.
Comprehension Right From the Start: How to Organize
and Manage Book Clubs for Young Readers.
Donna Marriott. 2002. Heinemann (361
Hanover Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801-3912,
USA). 179 pp. Paperback. ISBN: 0-325-004293. US$19.50.

remarks are reminiscent of statements made by Dolores
Durkin when she makes the comment, "Comprehension
is the hallmark of a high-quality reading program .... If
comprehension is truly the essence of reading, then all
children need to engage in this meaning making process
all the time" (pp. 6-7).

Donna Marriott's handbook invites you into the wonderful world of book clubs for young readers. Based on her
own experiences with adult book clubs and study groups,
she focuses on introducing book clubs to students in
kindergarten,
first,
and second grade. In
Chapter 1, Marriott
discusses how the
Right
the Start
concept of book clubs
emerged from her own
practice, reflection on
that practice, and her
beliefs about teaching
and learning. She
mentions that even
though she has some
~onstructivist tendenHow to Organize and Manage
cies,
she respects
Book Club6 tor Young Reader6
the role of direct
instruction.
Marriott's
DONNA MARRIOTT

Chapter 2 presents Marriott's challenge to design a
multiyear, multiage reading program as part of a school
restructuring initiative and how that developed into book
clubs for young children. She mentions that book clubs
are intended to guide students in promoting the habits,
attitudes, and competencies of good readers. Book
clubs also support the in-depth inquiry into literature by
emphasizing meaning making, allowing sufficient time
for study, and developing fluency in reading.

COMPREHENSION
urom

In Chapter 3 Marriott discusses different grouping
strategies, such as self-selected book clubs and teacherselected book clubs. She mentions that the size of a
group should be a consideration and recommends three
to six children as a manageable and productive size for
a book club. Marriott suggests that posting and adhering
to a predictable schedule helps children learn to pace
themselves and gives examples of her class schedules.
The author gives a general format of how to use book
clubs in Chapter 4. Whereas, in Chapters 5, 6, and 7,

Kathryn M. Brimmer is a Ph.D. candidate in the Reading and Language
Arts Program at Oakland University, where she teaches undergraduate courses
in reading, language arts, and reading assessment. Prior to becoming a graduate
assistant, Kathy taught in the classroom for 8 years and served as a reading
specialist for 18 years. She is a member of the International Reading Association
and the Michigan Reading Association and for mer editorial assistant for the
Michigan Reading Journal.
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Marriott discusses how to set up book clubs by providing
more detailed suggestions and examples of how to carry
out book clubs for kindergarten, first-, and second-grade
classrooms. She accompanies each of these chapters
with its own appendix, giving lesson plans that focus on
using a specific book for each grade, such as The Carrot
Seed, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, and The Three Billy
Goats Gruff

groups. Phenix cautions teachers that changing groups
frequently will eliminate the "low group syndrome," a
situation in which students lower their performance to
match perceived lower expectations.
Phenix's comments about prior knowledge, reading for
a purpose, and stimulating children's interest before
they read are on target in the third chapter, "Preparing
for Reading." She includes six pre-reading activities
and sample questions to accompany the strategies she
presents in this section.

Chapter 8 discusses the role of assessment in book
clubs, and Chapter 9 focuses on the literacy workshop,
a learning environment where book clubs thrive. In
the book club model, the teacher meets with a small
group of learners each day. As such, she or he is able to
assess each participant's progress on an ongoing basis
and provide appropriate instruction and support. In the
literacy workshop, every child is learning to read, write,
think, and do.

In "Reading the Selection," the author wants teachers
to keep in mind that "Different learning styles, differing abilities and different texts require a variety of
approaches" (p. 21 ). In the fourth chapter, she discusses
listening, predictable reading, guided reading, reading
out loud, and independent reading. Her "Techniques
to Teach Choral Reading," "Techniques to Present
Reader's Theatre," and "Opportunities for Rehearsed
Oral Reading" at the end of this chapter are especially
helpful for teachers who would like to explore these as
ways of teaching reading.

Comprehension Right From the Start is more of a practical how-to-do book than a theory-based book. The
'
author does not mention the history or chronology of
children's book clubs, conversational discussion groups,
or literature circles and their use in elementary schools.
However, the book is a good introduction to book clubs
for teachers in the primary grades who would like to
do further research and develop more comprehensive
reading programs.

Phenix discusses methods to develop comprehension in
the fifth chapter. She mentions that comprehension is usually defined in terms of the following categories: literal,
inferential, evaluative, and creative. Ways of developing
comprehension are by reflecting, talking, writing, related
reading, drama, and visual representation.

The Reading Teacher's Handbook. Jo Phenix. 2002.
Pembroke Publishers (538 Hood Road, Markham,
Ontario, Canada L3R 3K9). Distributed by
Stenhouse Publishers (4 77 Congress Street,
Suite 4B, Portland, ME 04101-3451). 80 pp.
Paperback. ISBN: 1-55138-145-1. US$16.50.
Jo Phenix's book emphasizes teaching
language arts in the elementary grades.
She gives some background in understanding the reading process in her
first chapter and sums up the purpose
of the book by saying, "That is what
this book is about. It is a collection of
ideas, strategies, and hands-on activities for teaching reading" (p. 5).

The author tackles grouping in the
second chapter as she discusses
the topic "Organizing the Reading
Environment." She mentions various
types of groups, such as whole class,
interest groups, instructional groups,
ability groups, and mixed ability

In the sixth chapter, Phenix focuses on developing language skills by using vocabulary and spelling. Chapter
7, "Encouraging Reluctant Readers," gives suggestions
on how to promote self-esteem and assisting older
non-readers. At the end of the book, the author includes
reading and the
pages that may be duplicated,
The Reading Teacher's Handbook such as five student reproducibles,
seven teacher reproducibles, and a
Jo Phenix
parent's guide to helping your child
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With a title like The Reading
Teachers Handbook, one tends to
think of such tomes as The Reading
Teacher's Book of Lists. However,
Jo Phenix's handbook is a much
more compact resource and serves
as a basic introduction to teaching
reading. Without going in depth,
it explores some of the skills and
strategies needed to help students
oecome successful readers.
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BOOKMARKS

FLIPCHARTS

PUBLICATIONS

Content Area Bookmarks

A View Inside

The ABC's of Reading Strategies for Volunteers

Effective reading strategies at your fingertips - just tuck
these information-packed cards into your lesson plan
book for practical easy-to-use techniques. © 1991 , 18
4xll cards, K-12. $6.00

Come inside the schools and classrooms of eleven educators as they share their stories. Best practices are shared
for first grade classrooms through University teacher
education courses. These practices offer classroom-based
examples that enable all students to achieve Michigan's
ELA content standards. ©1999. $12.00

A quick "how-to" guide for volunteers and tutors. Designed for the layman, this flipchart offers a variety of
ideas to help your volunteers and tutors be more effective
and informed. $3.00

Supplemental Strategies Content Area Bookmarks II
More learning and thinking strategies to enhance effective
content area teaching. Designed to illustrate how to put
current research into instructional practice. © 1998, 16
4xll cards, K-12. $8.00

Special!
Content Area Bookmarks I & II
Set of each of the above strategies.

$12.00

Writing Bookmarks

Linking - Developing Strategic Readers and
Writers in the Primary Classroom
Link your classroom experiences to current research
and practice. Based on the work of Regie Routrnan and
Marie Clay, topics include developmental awareness and
strategies for reading and writing, plus advice on various
types of assessment. By Michigan Reading Recovery
Teacher, Stevie Brinkerhoff. ©1993, Revised 1998, 91
pages. $10.00

Kaleidoscope 2002

Ideas for helping students effectively use the writing
process to produce both narrative and informational text.
By the Michigan Department of Education Early Literacy
Committee. © 1998, 27 4xll cards, K-12. $8.00

Outstanding student writing to share with your class! This
collection of more than 100 prize winning writings by
Michigan's Young Authors can serve as models to motivate
your students. Recreated annually. $6.00

New!

Writing to Learn Handbooks for Social Studies,
Science & Math

Literacy Connections - Effective Strategies that
Work Bookmarks
Help your students make connections in comprehension, metacognition/study skills, vocabulary, fluency
and word identification with these learning and thinking
bookmarks.
©2002, 33 4xll cards, K-12.

$9.00

Please send order form and payment to:
Michigan Reading Association
668 Three Mile Road NW, Suite C
Grand Rapids, MI 49544
Credit card orders may be faxed to (616) 647-9378

These new, teacher-friendly handbooks will prepare students for success on MEAPtests and more importantly, will
improve thinking and learning in Mathematics, Science,
and Social Studies. ©2001. $12.00

~

I

English Language Arts Content Standards and
Working Draft Benchmarks
A handy guide to the Michigan English Language Arts
Content Standards, adopted by the State Board of Education in July 1995, and the curriculum frameworks which
contain the standards. $3.00

What Do Parents Want to Know About Early
Literacy Programs?
Perfect for parents of young readers! Concise explanations
to common questions concerning early literacy programs.
Issues covered include components of a quality program,
phonics instruction, writing process, and invented spelling
along with practice tips on how parents can help their child
achieve success in school. By the Michigan Department of
Education Early Literacy Committee. ©1997. $2.00

Teaching Literacy to ESL Students Research
and Best Practice
Designed as a flipchart, research evidence is presented
along with implications for classroom application. Areas include the goals of reading, decoding, vocabulary,
comprehension, self concept, scaffolds, cooperative
grouping, authentic assessment, materials selection, and
family support. The Michigan definition of reading, a
glossary and an extensive bibliography are also included.
©2000. $3.00

MEAP: Preparation and Best Practices
Effective classroom practices to use with students while
preparing for the MEAP will be presented in this easy-touse flipchart. Relevant for all subject areas, ten effective
classroom practices to use with all students will be shared
along with practices to avoid. $3.00
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By law we are required to charge sales tax.
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